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CONPIDENTIAL LUSAKA 3438 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, ZA, CG, AO 

SUBJ: PRESIDENT KAUNDA’S VISIT TO KINSHASA 
REF: KINSHASA 10851 

PRESIDENT KAUNDA'S SPECIAL ASSISTANT, PETER KASANDA, 

TOLD THE AMBASSADOR DECEMBER 21 THAT THE BENGUELA RAILROAD 
AND BILATERAL ISSUES (ESTABLISHMENT OP PERMANENT JOINT 
COMMISSION AS NOTED IN REFTEL) WERE THE PRINCIPAL CONCERNS 
OP THE MOBUTU/KAUNDA TALKS IN ZAIRE. MOBUTU ARGUED THAT THE 
BENGUELA RAILROAD REMAINED CLOSED TO INTERNATIONAL TRAFPIC 
BECAUSE OP SECURITY CONDITIONS WITHIN ANGOLA. ZAIRE WAS NOT 
RESISTING REOPENING THE LINE. KASANDA SAID KAUNDA ACCEPTED 
MOBUTU'S EXPLANATION POR THE RAILROAD'S CLOSURE. LOW 
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